Citizens Battle Against Corruption

State of the Nation Address (SONA) 2007 exerpts

Thursday, 26 July 2007
Last Updated Thursday, 26 July 2007

STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS

President of the Republic of the Philippines
Her Excellency

PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO

JULY 23, 2007

Thank you. Thank you very much Speaker De Venecia,Senate President Villar, other newly elected leaders of both
Houses, congratulations to you, Senators and Congressmen and Congresswomen. Vice President De Castro, former
President Ramos, Chief Justice Puno, our host Mayor, Mayor Sonny Belmonte, other government officials, members of
the Diplomatic Corps, ladies and gentlemen.

We meet here today to inaugurate a new Congress after a fresh election. | congratulate every elected official, from
municipal to provincial to Congress on hard fought and successful ampaigns. Tapos na ang halalan at pamumulitika,;
panahon na para maglingkod nang walang damot, mamuno nang walang pangamba maliban sa kagalingan ng bayan,
and to govern with wisdom, compassion, vision and patriotism.

Hangarin kong mapabilang ang Pilipinas sa mayayamang bansa sa loob ng dalawampung taon. By then poverty shall
have been marginalized; and the marginalized raised to a robust middle class. We will have achieved the hallmarks of a
modern society, where institutions are strong.

By 2010, the Philippines should be well on its way to achieving that vision.

With the tax reforms of the last Congress, and | thanked the last Congress, we have turned around our macroeconomic
condition through fiscal discipline, toward a balanced budget. Binabayaran ang utang, pababa ang interes, at paakyat
ang pondo para sa progreso ng sambayanang Pilipino!!! Maraming salamat ulit sa nakaraang Congress.

We have been investing hundreds of billions in human and physical infrastructure. The next three years will see record
levels of well thought out and generous funding for the following priorities:

First, investments in physical, intellectual, legal and security infrastructure to increase business confidence.
Imprastraktura para sa negosyo at trabaho. Isang milyong trabaho taon-taon.

Second, investments in a stronger and wider social safety net - murang gamot, abot-kayang pabahay, eskwelang
primera klase, mga gurong mas magaling at mas malaki ang kita, mga librong de-kalidad, more scholarships for gifted
students, and language instruction to maintain our lead in English proficiency. Dunong at kalusugan ang susi sa
kasaganaan.
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Third, investments in bringing peace to Mindanao; in crushing terrorism wherever it threatens regardless of ideology; and
in putting a stop to human rights abuses whatever the excuse.

We pay tribute to the fearless fourteen who were savagely massacred at Tipo-Tipo trying to pursue a peaceful and
progressive Philippines. We will not disappoint their hopes. We will not waste their sacrifice. We will not be swayed from
the course we have set in this conflict for peace with justice throughout our land.

We have created a Philippine model for reconciliation built on inter- faith dialogue, expanded public works and more
responsive social services. These investments show both sides in the Mindanao conflict that they have more at stake in
common; and a greater reason to be together than hang apart, including being together isolating the terrorists.

XXX

We were able to strengthen our economy because of the fiscal reforms

that we adopted at such great cost to me in public disapproval. But | would rather be right than popular.

Our fundamentals are paying off in huge leaps in investment. Anim na milyong trabaho ang nalikha sa anim na taon,
most in sustainable enterprises. Sa lakas ng piso, bumagal ang pagtaas ng bilihin. It is my ardent wish that most of the
vision | have outlined will be fully achieved when | step down. It is my unshakeable resolve that the fundamentals of this
vision will by then be permanently rooted, its progress well advanced and its direction firmly fixed with our reforms
already bearing fruit. All that will remain for my successor is to gather the harvest. He or she will have an easier time of it
than | did.

They say the campaign for the next election started on May 15, the day after the last. Fine.

| stand in the way of no one's ambition. | only ask that no one stand in the way of the people's well being and the nation's
progress. The time for facing off is over. The time is here for facing forward to a better future our people so desperately
want and richly deserve.

Uulitin ko: Hindi ako sagabal sa ambisyon ninuman.

But make no mistake. | will not stand idly when anyone gets in the way of the national interest and tries to block the
national vision. From where | sit, | can tell you, a President is always as strong as she wants to be.

Pagpalain tayo ng Diyos at ang dakilang gawaing hinaharap natin. The state of the nation is strong. Inyong lingkod,
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, Pangulo ng Republika ng Pilipinas.
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Read the full text of PGMA's SONA:

http://www.inquirer.net/verbatim/SONA-2007.pdf
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